
7th Jewish Culture Days in Halle – PROGRAM

October 27 to November 29, 2019

New Foreword (October 12, 2019)

Every year, since 2013, Jewish Culture Days are offered in Halle on the 
Saale, Saxony-Anhalt, Germany. They are jointly organized by the Jewish 
Congregation of Halle and the Jewish Studies Department through 
Freundeskreis Leopold Zunz Zentrum e.V. It takes about half a year to 
identify, put together, advertise and conduct our program of “joyous” Jewish 
Culture Days in togetherness as one city. 

This year, our 7th, and two weeks before commencement, a masked gunman 
attacked the Jewish congregation on Yom Kippur, October 9, 2019 at noon. It 
was a sturdy door that prevented the worst. Two people in the streets of Halle 
were less fortunate. It is with deepest sorrow that we do have to mourn their 
pointless deaths. Our deepest sympathies are with the families, and with the 
Jewish Congregation which is — and will always be — a vivid part of the city. A 

day of shock, such as October 9th, will not change that fact. 

After deliberate consideration among all organizers we have decided to go on 
as planned yet different than ever imaginable. 

Original Foreword (September 21, 2019)

Dear Citizens of Halle, Friends, and Guests, 
Your screen shows the program of this year’s Jewish Culture Days! They began as a 
small series of events in 2013. They were organized on a voluntary basis then as 
they are now in the seventh year. Following the motto “Modernity and Jewish 
Culture,” this year is dedicated to the 1920s especially. This period was much more 
than merely the prelude to the attempted destruction of the rich German and 
European Jewish Culture by the Nazis. Following the end of WWI, they were also 
the period of progress in music, architecture, art, science or even crime. Modernity 
has had its impact on our lives and traditions.

The Jewish Culture Days in Halle are conducted in cooperation with those in 
Aschersleben and with the Women’s Culture Days in Halle. Some 40 events all over 
the state of Saxony-Anhalt and dedicated to Jewish culture (most of which in Halle) 
invite to listen, dance, see, discuss, join in, … The Jewish Culture Days are 
organized by Freundeskreis Leopold Zunz Zentrum e.V. and the Jewish 
Congregation of Halle. They are, among others, supported by the State Center for 
Political Education, the City of Halle, the City Museum, Martin Luther University.

Look forward to first rate concerts, surprising lectures dedicated to home and the 
world,  and much more that is related to Judaism, Jewry, and the Jewish culture. 
Take part in the open Shabbat services at the synagogue, say “Shalom, 
Krokoseum!” for a day of creativity at the Francke Foundation. You want to know 
more? Join one of the many guided tours in Halle and elsewhere. See one of the 
Monday Movies at the Luchs Cinema or the university, join one of the workshops on 
Yiddish music or hip hop. 

Just go and discover: there will be something just for you! Welcome to your Jewish 
Culture Days of 2019.

s/ The organizers of the 7th Jewish Culture Days in Halle: Cornelia Zimmermann 
(President of Freundeskreis Leopold Zunz Zentrum e.V.), Juliane Bischoff, Dr. Anton 
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Hieke and Karsten Mettendorf, as well as Andreas Schmitges (art director), and Max 
Privorozki for the Jewish Congregation of Halle.

Sun 10/27 | 7.30 p.m.
Opening Concert 

Cantor Sveta Kundish & Die Regalim Kapelye

Jews have lived in various countries for more than 2,000 years. There, they have 
formed communities with unique languages (such as Yiddish), customs and liturgies. 
The diaspora (the dispersion of Jews) with its Hebrew texts from prayers and 
piyyutim (liturgic poetry and songs) has created an unbelievably rich collection of 
liturgical music. Cantor Sveta Kundish was born in the Ukraine and raised in Israel. 
She is renown as one exceptional singer of her generation. Together with Regalim 
Kapelye she brings tidbits of these musical treasures on the stage. Take the trip with 
us through various styles and traditions of Jewish music – whether from Europe, the 
Middle East, North Africa or other. Witness a world full of virtuosity, soul and joy.

Sveta Kundish – vocals

Shin-go Ali Masuda – Kanun

Patrick Farrel – accordion

Nora Thiele –  percussion

This concert is presented in cooperation with the 24th Women’s Culture Days in 
Halle.
Where: Händel-Haus, Große Nikolaistraße 5, 06108 Halle (Saale)

Admissions: EUR 15/EUR 10 (reduced)

Book early: karten@juedischekulturhalle.de, tickets need to be picked up at least 15 minutes 
before beginning. Buy early (additional fees may apply): Tourist Information, 

Marktschlösschen, Marktplatz 13, 06108 Halle (Saale)

Mon 10/28 | 8 p.m.

Mon 11/18 | 6 p.m.
Monday Movie at the Luchs.Kino (in English, Hebrew, Arabic w/ German 
subtitles)

Ink of Yam

Documentary (PG)

(Germany, 2017), director: Tom Fröhlich

75 minutes; English/Hebrew/Arabic with German subtitles

on 10/28 in in presence of the director Tom Fröhlich

A bomb hits. The windows vibrate - and a few minutes later, the needle starts 
humming again. In a city full of conflict, Poko Chaim and Daniel Bulitchev, two 
Russian tattoo artists, have created a place where there are no walls. Here, they 
eternalize the stories of the inhabitants of Jerusalem; the ink beneath the skin 
connects them all. A glance at their tattoos sheds a whole new light on the heart of 
the Holy City - it's inhabitants. The studio is open to everyone, regardless of 
nationality, religion or the color of skin. The conversations, which take place under 
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painful circumstances, often resemble confessions, the customers offer intimate 
insights into their lives in this controversial city, their beliefs and their fears in this 
continuous conflict which makes up their everyday lives. There are moments when 
Poko and Daniel are almost like psychologists and artists at the same time. To 
escape the constant sound of the needle, they take us to special places in the city, to 
the sea in Tel Aviv and on big Harleys into the mountains surrounding Jerusalem. 
(English description: imdb.com)

When: Mo 10/28, 8 p.m./Mo 11/18, 6 p.m.

Where: Luchs.Kino am Zoo, Seebener Straße 172, 06114 Halle (Saale)

Admissions: 6 €

Buy early: book your tickets through the movie theater: 0345/5238631

Tue 10/29. | 7 p.m.
Lecture by Prof. Dr. Ottfried Fraisse (in German)

Sephardic Jews in Palestine and Israel: Between History and Present

It often seems the history of Sephardic Jews had been over with the exclusion from 
Spain in 1492. It is often overlooked that their history continues in Northern Africa, 
Amsterdam, Paris, Bagdad, the United States, or Hong-Kong. Among them are the 
Sephardim of Palestine, who had been present long before the immigration waves 
from Europe. They have lived in close contact wit the local Muslim and Christian 
populations. Between ca. 1880 and 1948, they had negotiated between the Zionism 
of the Jewish immigrants and the Ottoman authorities in Istanbul. The Sephardim’s 
history, however, has been marginalized and forgotten following 1948 – to such a 
degree that the Arab Jews of Israel have been on a quest for their identity ever 
since, despite constituting the majority of the Israeli population. 

Where: Department of Jewish Studies, Großen Berlin 14, 06108 Halle (Saale)

No admission fees. We welcome your donation.

Thu 10/31 | 10 a.m.–1 p.m./3 p.m. – 6 p.m.

Music Workshop (in Music)

Workshop: Yiddish Insturmental Music with Dr. Alan Bern

Dr. Alan Bern has been one of the most prolific musicians and teachers of Yiddish 
music since the late 1970s. Whether playing the accordion, the piano, as a 
composer of artistic head of the Yiddish Summer Weimar: he is an authority when 
dealing with the traditional Jewish music of Eastern Europe (commonly called 
Klezmer) in a creative way. This workshop is meant for musicians who do have 
some experience with Yiddish or other Eastern European music. It will deal with the 
classification of Klezmer in its various sub-genres (core, transitional, co-territorial 
and cosmopolitan). Dr. Bern invites participants of this workshop to understand 
these four sub-genres through practical performance, style, phrasing, rhythm and 
tempo. Look forward to a workshop doing justice to quality and fun of the subject!

Where: Department of Music, Dachritzstraße 6, 06108 Halle (Saale)

Admissions: EUR 12/EUR 10 (reduced)
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Registration: Please register by sending an e-mail with your name, address and a brief 
musical CV to info@juedischekulturhalle.de

Thu 10/31 | 8 p.m.
Jam Session at the Brohmers

Join us for our traditional jam session at the Brohmers if you are a musician or a 
singer. Meet the participants of the workshop as well as local musicians on stage. 
You don’t play? Then just enjoy a night out at the bar with great local life music, 
talks, meeting people at the Brohmers. You’ll never know what happens.

Where: Café Brohmers near Reileck, Bernburger Str. 9, 06108 Halle (Saale); 
www.brohmers.de

No admission fees. We welcome your donation.

Fri 11/11 | Entrance at 3:30 p.m. 

Fri 11/29 | Entrance at 3:00 p.m.
Open Shabbat 

The Shabbat on Saturdays is the highest holy day in Judaism. It opens with services 
on the night before, thus Friday. Join us in the service at the synagogue of the 
Jewish community in Halle. Male visitors of all ages are asked to cover their heads, 
kippot are available if needed. Following the service you are invited to the kiddush, 
the communal prayer over bread and wine, and also to a common meal.

Where: Synagogue, Humboldtstraße 52 (near the water tower), 06114 Halle (Saale)

No admission fees, of course. Seating in the synagogue is limited, thus please register and 
reservations are limited to five seats per registration. For registration we require your name, 
date of birth, address, e-mail or phone number. Please do not forget your valid ID on the open 
Shabbat.

Sat 11/02 | 6 p.m.

Sun 11/03 | 4 p.m.

Jewish Culture Days in Gröbzig (some 25km/15miles from Halle) (in 
German)

-Partner Event-
"Von Jreebz'ch nah Keeten" — A Theater Play According to Leo Löwenthal

As part of the 7th Jewish Culture Days in Halle, enjoy another performance of “Von 
Jreebz’ch nah Keeten.” Leo Löwenthal’s words are brought togehter with music and 
singing.

Löwenthal was born in Gröbzig. He wrote stories about his home and its people. 
Whether Christian or Jew: everybody is represented. Löwenthal did not merely 
record what was going on in his times, but also the dialect of Gröbzig. We still find 
many Yiddish terms in it up to today. Everybody spoke it it, everybody understood it. 
The play tells the story of travelers on their voyage to Köthen. 

Where: Synagogue Museum Gröbzig, Lange Straße 8/10, 06388 Gröbzig

Admissions: EUR 5
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Seating is limited, thus please register through 034976/380850.

Sun 11/03 | 7 p.m.

Concert with Yiddish and Arabic Music from Haifa and Weimar
Caravan Orchestra

The Caravan Orchestra is a project of Yiddish Summer Weimar, the University of 
Music in Weimar, and the University of Haifa. It was awarded the Shimon Peres 
Award in 2018. The orchestra with its Jewish, Christian and Muslim musicians 
present most infectious and exciting Yiddish and Arabic music. “Only” 16 musicians 
are on tour this fall. Look forward to great music, fascinating sounds and a venue for 
coming together. 

Music and videos:  www.caravanorchestra.eu

Where: Auditorium of Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg, Universitätsplatz 
11, 06108 Halle (Saale)

Admissions: EUR 16 /EUR 10 (reduced)

Book early: karten@juedischekulturhalle.de or 0157/56606114, tickets need to be picked 
up at least 15 minutes before beginning. Buy early (additional fees may apply): Tourist 

Information, Marktschlösschen, Marktplatz 13, 06108 Halle (Saale)

Sun 11/03 | beginning 10 a.m.

A Day to Join In (in German and Hebrew)
Shalom: Krokoseum! I want to Know: Judaism

Welcome to a day full of various creative activities for families at the Center for 
Creativitiy of the Francke Foundation. Let us listen, create, bake, dance, and much, 
much more. We’re looking forward to all kids (younger and older) who want to take 
part and get to know Judaism and the Jewish culture. Make your own kippah, paint 
your own mezuzah, paint your own Tora scroll! Do the hora, and learn what all of this 
is. Write or bake your name in Hebrew! Just have fun.

In cooperation with the Jewish congregation of Halle, the Freundeskreis Leopold 
Zunz Zentrum e.V., Synagogue Museum Gröbzig, Rotary Club Halle/Saale and the 
Krokoseum of the Francke Foundation.

The Krokoseum sends its best!

Viele Grüße aus dem Krokoseum!

Where: Krokoseum in the Historic Orphanage, Main Building of the Francke 
Foundation at the Franckeplatz

When: beginning 10 a.m.

No admission fees. We welcome your donation.

Mon 11/04 | 8 p.m.

Mon 11/25 | 6 p.m.
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Monday Movie at the Luchskino (in German)

BACK TO MARACANÃ

(Germany/Israel/Brazil, 2018), director: Jorge Gurvich

92 minutes; Germany

on 11/04 in in presence of the producer.

Roberto (40), divorced with a failing business, his son Itay (12), a spoiled teenager 
that snubs his father and despises soccer, and the grandfather Samuel (76), an 
enthusiastic soccer fan that recently found out he doesn’t have much time to live, 
depart spontaneously to the World Cup Games in Brazil- their former homeland. 
Their unplanned trip turns into a wild journey that changes all of them.. (English 
description: jewishfilmfestivals.org)

Where: Luchs.Kino am Zoo, Seebener Straße 172, 06114 Halle (Saale)

Admissions: 6 €

Buy early: book your tickets through the movie theater: 0345/5238631

Wed 11/06 | 5 p.m.

Talking with Natan Sharansky (in Russian w/ German translation)

The Fall of the Berlin Wall – 30 Years After. Its Impact on the Jewish 

Community
This event will be in Russian with a German translation. A limited number of 
headphones will be available.

Natan Sharansky, the former Soviet dissident, Israeli minister and head of the 
Jewish Agency, speaks about his perspective on the collapse of Communism and 
the immigration of East European Jews to Germany.

Where: Steintor Campus Lecture Hall I, Adam-Kuckhoff-Str. 35, 06108 Halle (Saale)

No admission fees. We welcome your donation.

Wed 11/06 | 3p.m. - 6 p.m.

Workshop with Ben Salomo (in German)
Many may know Ben Salomo through his rap battles for “Rap on Wednesdays” 
(youtube) of which he was the founder and MC. He Ben Salomo was born in Israel 
and grew up in the neighborhoods of Berlin. He openly addresses his Jewish identity 
and thus is an exception in the German hip-hop scene where it is rather normal to 
glorify violence, homophobia, racism and misogyny. For all those faults, Ben Salomo 
quit the rap scene in 2018, and subsequently wrote a book about his life.

In his workshop, Ben Salomo shows how rap and language may help easing 
problems. He helps finding lyrics to express thoughts and feelings. The outcome of 

this workshop is much more than rap – together you can talk about racism, antisemitism, 

or just your lives. You will find the right words together.

<iframe width="560" height="315" 
src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/BWuAePiK8Oo" frameborder="0" 
allow="accelerometer; autoplay; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" 
allowfullscreen></iframe>
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Where: Steintor Campus Lecture Hall I, Adam-Kuckhoff-Str. 35, 06108 Halle (Saale)

No admission fees. Please note it is important to register for this workshop on a first come 

first served basis. Please contact: ulrich@awo-halle-merseburg.de

Wed 11/06 | 8 p.m.

Reading with Ben Salomo (in German)
“Ben Salomo Means Son of Peace”

Ben Salomo is one of the most successful and also most exceptional rappers of 
Germany. Born in Israel, he makes his Jewish identity known. Upon quitting the 
German hip-hop scene (see description of his workshop earlier today) he wrote his 
book “Ben Salomo Means Son of Peace.” There he talks about living as a Jew in 
Germany, developments in the rap scene and how to counter antisemitism and 
racism.

Where: Lernwerkstatt of the Pedagogics Department, Room 020, Franckeplatz 1, 
Haus 31, 06110 Halle (Saale)

No admission fees. We welcome your donations.

Thu 11/07 | 7 p.m.

Lecture by Dr. Werner Möller, Bauhaus Foundation in Dessau (in 
German)
Bauhaus – Palestine … Halle

Beginning in the early 1930s, more than two dozen Bauhaus students and graduates 
emigrated to the British mandated Palestine. On the one hand, those who were 
convinced of the necessity of building a future state of Israel; on the other hand, 
those who came because of their existential crisis. Yet all of them had come to 
Dessau before for the innovative teaching concepts of the Bauhaus to understand 
design as a societal task.

This is expressedly present in the activities of Bauhaus students in the kibbuz 

movement. One example is Hans Hermann – Chanan – Frenkel, born in Halle in 1905, 

After his hakhshara (preparation to move to Israel/Palestine) he was among the founders of 

the kibbuz Givat Brenner in 1928. In 1930, he returned to the Bauhaus in Dessau, Germany, 

to emigrate to Palestine as a full architect in 1933.

Where: Stadtmuseum Halle, Große Märkerstraße 10, 06108 Halle (Saale)

Admissions: 4 €

Buy early (additional fees may apply): Tourist Information, Marktschlösschen, 
Marktplatz 13, 06108 Halle (Saale)

Fri 11/08 | 9:30 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Student’s Symposium at the University (in German)
Jewish Past and Present in Saxony-Anhalt

The symposium is not open to the public.

The Jewish past and present in the own hometown are subjects of many excellent 
student projects all over Saxony-Anhalt. Whether projects are dedicated to stumbling 
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stones (Stolpersteine) or the home’s Jewish past, whether projects are conducted 
with the own congregation or just out of interest in Judaism and Jewry: the students’ 
work is exemplary. They often remain, though, singular, without a network, and (on 
the level of the state) unheard. Let us change that with a day at the university! This 
symposium is intended to offer ten selected student projects from high schools all 
over the state to be presented, the students and their supporting teachers to share 
ideas and to take them home. 

This symposium is jointly organized by Freundeskreis Leopold Zunz Zentrum e.V., 
Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg, and supported by the Jewish 
Congregation of Halle together with Rotary Club Halle/Saale.

Where: Lecture Hall of the University.

No admission. The students talk among themselves.

Fri 11/08 | 6 p.m.

- Partner Event -

Lecture by Dr. Albrecht Pohlmann (in German)
Between BURG and Bauhaus: Trude Guermonprez’ (1910 – 76) Self-Discovery in Exile

Trude Jalowetz-Guermonprez was a Jewish weaver. Her artistic beginnings at the 
Art Academiy Burg Giebichenstein in Halle were suddenly ended in 1933. In her 
Dutch exile she found work as head designer of a weaving mill and married the 
Bauhaus photographer Paul Guermonprez. Paul later became active in the Dutch 
resistance movement against the German occupation during WWII and was 
executed for it. Trude survived the Holocaust in hiding and began her career in the 
US as an artist and teacher after the surrender of Germany. There, like in Halle and 
Amsterdam, she continued meeting people who were educated (or educators) at the 
Bauhaus: Benita Koch-Otte, Marguerite Wildenhain, Gerhard Marcks, Anni and 

Josef Albers. — Through letters and images, the lecture will present the adventurous life 

of a woman who was forced to become cosmopolitan.

Where: Art Museum Moritzburg, Friedemann-Bach-Platz 5, 06108 Halle (Saale)

Admission: EUR 3/EUR 2 (reduced)/no admission fees under the age of 18.

Sun 11/10 | 10 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Sun 11/17 | 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.

City Tour “Jewish Halle” and Synagogue Tour with René Zahl (in 
German)

⦁ Guided City Tour through Halle’s Jewish History 

Begin: 10 a.m., duration of ca. 90 minutes

Meeting point: Former physics institute at Friedemann-Bach-Platz 6.

The city tour explores the one millennium of Halle’s Jewish community. Starting near 
Moritzburg Castle we will walk to the market square through Große Ulrichstraße, from 
there to the Große Märkerstraße to the memorial site at the Jerusalem Square. The 
guided tour offers insights into the development of the Jewish community since the middle 
ages, the synagogue buildings as well as the cemeteries of Halle through the times, and 
business life before WWII. 
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⦁ Guided Tour through Halle’s Synagogue and the Historic Jewish Cemetery 

Begin: on 11/10: 3 p.m., on 11/17: 5 p.m., duration of ca. 90 minutes

Meeting point: Synagogue entrance at Humboldtstraße 52 (near the water tower), 
06114 Halle (Saale).

Halle’s synagogue and the city’s historic Jewish cemetery is situated in the 
Humboldtstraße. The guided tour will commence with visiting the synagogue building, 
descriptions of its structure, its history and use. You may also visit the Dr. Hunt H. Unger 
Museum, dedicated in 2015. There you will see, among other artifacts, the Hannukah 
Menorah of the old synagogue which was dedicated in 1885 and destroyed during 
Kristallnacht. Following this, the cemetery tour will also present Jewish burial customs. 

All male attendants are requested to cover their heads in the synagogue as well as on the 
cemetery. Kippot are available if needed.    

Admissions: EUR 3 for one tour/EUR 4.50 for both guided tours.

Book early: karten@juedischekulturhalle.de, tickets need to be picked up at least 15 minutes 
before beginning. Buy early (additional fees may apply): Tourist Information, 

Marktschlösschen, Marktplatz 13, 06108 Halle (Saale)

Sun 11/10 | 3 p.m.

Guided Tour at the City Museum with Erik Neumann (in German)
Stories to Faces: Professor Betty Heimann and her Portrait

The City Museum’s permanent exhibition also shows a plaster bust of the renowned 
Indologist Betty Heimann. This piece of art has been loaned by Martin Luther 
University, and is in the center of a discussion-oriented guided tour for the first time 
and in cooperation with the Women’s Culture Days.

Betty Heimann was born in 1888 and received permission to teach Indology in Halle 
in 1923. She was the first woman allowed to teach as adjunct professor here. This 
permit was later revoked during a lecture tour through England as Betty Heimann 
was Jewish. Thereafter, she taught Indian philosophy in London and Sanskrit in 
Colombo/Sri Lanka. She died in Italy in 1961.

Professor Heimann was friends and connected through mutual neighborhood and 
Jewish roots with the sculptor Grete Budde (1883 – 1967). Budde sculpted the bust 
in 1933.

Where: Stadtmuseum Halle, Große Märkerstraße 10, 06108 Halle (Saale)

Admissions: 4 €

Buy early (additional fees may apply): Tourist Information, Marktschlösschen, 
Marktplatz 13, 06108 Halle (Saale)

Mon 11/11 | 6 p.m.

Monday Movie at the Department for American Studies (in English)
Down Home: Jewish Life in North Carolina

Juden waren besonders wichtig für North Carolinas Entwicklung hin zu einem 
progressiven Staat des amerikanischen Südens. Diese reichhaltig erzählte 
Dokumentation beinhaltet Zeitzeugenerzählungen, Interviews mit wichtigen 

Historikern, selten gezeigte Bilder und spannende Spielfilmszenen – sie bringen mehr 
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als 400 Jahre jüdischer Geschichte North Carolinas zum Leben. 

Die Vorstellung heute wird unterstützt von der Jewish Heritage Foundation of North 
Carolina und dem Institut für Anglistik-Amerikanistik der Martin-Luther-Universität.

Jews have been integral to North Carolina’s emergence as a progressive New South 
society. This richly textured documentary consists of oral histories, interviews with 
noted historians, rarely seen photographs and engaging re-enactments – that bring 
to life over 300 years of Jewish North Carolina history. 

The screening is kindly supported by the Jewish Heritage Foundation of North 
Carolina and the Department of British and American Studies of Martin Luther 
University

Where: University Campus Steintor, Emil-Abderhalden-Straße 26-27, Seminar Room 
7.

No admission. We welcome your donation.

Tue 11/12 | 7 p.m.

Lecture by Dr. Bernd Ulbrich (in German)
Dr. Hermann Cohn (1869 – 1933): State Politician from Anhalt and Liberal German Jew

Dr. Hermann Cohn was a lawyer and one of Anhalt’s most influential people in 
Dessau until 1933. Among others, he was a member of the state assembly, headed 
Dessau’s city council assembly and it’s Jewish congregation, and was a co-founder 
and leader of the liberal party in the state assembly. He was also on the board of the 
Central Association of German Citizens of Jewish Faith, the largest organization of 
Jewish Germans then, where he fought for the societal integration of Jews, against 
antisemitism and the Hitler movement. He rejected Zionism; his tombstone shows a 
quote by Goethe. This lecture presents an overview of the person of Cohn and his 
public endeavors in the context of the Anhalt and German Jewish history.

Where: Stadtmuseum Halle, Große Märkerstraße 10, 06108 Halle (Saale)

Admissions: 4 €

Buy early (additional fees may apply): Tourist Information, Marktschlösschen, 
Marktplatz 13, 06108 Halle (Saale)

Wed 11/13 | 6 p.m.

Lecture and Reading by Prof. Dr. Jürgen Hermann (in German)
Crown Princes and Stars of David: Jewish Soccer in Halle. Part II, 1925 – 38.

Join us for the second part of discussing the Jewish elements of Halle’s soccer 
tradition! The Association of German Soccer Historians (the VDFH) wrote about the 
research of the lecturer that the “moving book … is not only interesting for friends of 
the Central German Soccer between the wars. The preceding soccer club of the 
Halle Soccer Club (HFC) of today has indubitably contributed to German soccer 
history as the three times Central German Champion … It is most interesting and 
exemplary that this societally involved club long tried to keep their Jewish members 
even after the Nazis seized power, … and until they intervened.”

The lecture with reading elements is followed by a discussion with Prof. Hermann, 
Mr. Udo Becker (HFC, requested), Prof. Dr. Patrick Wagner (contemporary history at 
Halle University). It is presented by Dr. Andrej Stephan (Turbine Halle Soccer Club).
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Where: Felsenblick Restaurant (near Turbine Rock), Zum Saaleblick 11, 06114 Halle 
(Saale).

No admission fee. We welcome your donations. 

Thu 11/14 | 5 p.m.

Guided Tour with Cornelia Zimmermann (in German)
Mission Modernity: The Jewish Department Stores in Halle as Witness of a Prestigious 
Past

Halle, an important metropolis of industry, joined the club of German cities above 
one hundred thousand inhabitants in 1890. Its 660 Jewish inhabitants had a more 
than marginal impact on the economic rise of Halle. This is represented in the 
extensive urban development in the style of Modern Sobriety. Many new quarters 
and modern business buildings emerged rapidly. They were supposed to give Halle 
the face of a European city. The city council especially Mayor Dr. Richard Robert 
Rive, entrusted Jewish companies such as “Huth” or “Lewin” with changing the face 
of market square. They hoped for an overall architectural impression – an issue that 
has been heatedly debated until the present day.
Meeting point: Handel Monument on Market Square

No admission fee. We welcome your donations. You will be guided by the president of 
Freundeskreis Leopold Zunz Zentrum e.V.

Sun 10/17 | 7 p.m.
Concert 

Waxband: From Real Life to the Phonograph Cylinder and Back

Would you have known? For decades, wax was the sole medium for preserving 
music in a somewhat reliable manner. We owe the first recordings of klezmer music 
and Yiddish songs to Thomas Alva Edison’s invention of the phonograph in 1877.

Under the auspices of art director Amit Weisberger (France), the Waxband travels 
back to remember just how much ethnographic recording from the beginning 20th 

century stirred up the public – as much as digitally recorded art does today. Guest starring 

an Edison phonograph! How surprised must have been the singers and instrumentalists 

when the phonograph cylinder “played” with their voices for the first time. Many of these 

recordings were covered in archival dust, and resonate in Halle today! It is a one-of-its-kind 

technical, historical, musical, theatrical, and joyful experience 

Amit Weisberger – art director, violine, vocals

Jérôme Block - accordion
Mihaï Trestian - cimbalom
Laurent Clouet - clarinette
Olivier Richaume - violine
... and an original Edison phonograph

Where: National Academy of the Sciences Leopoldina, Leopoldina, Jägerberg 1 (former 
Moritzburgring 10), 06108 Halle (Saale)

Admissions: EUR 16/EUR 10 (reduced)

Book early: karten@juedischekulturhalle.de, tickets need to be picked up at least 15 minutes 
before beginning. Buy early (additional fees may apply): Tourist Information, 
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Marktschlösschen, Marktplatz 13, 06108 Halle (Saale)

Mon 11/18 | 6 p.m.
Monday Movie at the Luchskino (in English, Hebrew, Arabic w/ German 
subtitles)

Ink of Yam

Where: Luchs.Kino am Zoo, Seebener Straße 172, 06114 Halle (Saale)

Admissions: 6 €

Buy early: book your tickets through the movie theater: 0345/5238631

Tue 11/19 | 7:30 p.m.

Lecture by Dr. Anton Hieke (in German)
The Kosher Nostra: The Mob in Pre-War New York

The period between the wars in the US was also the period of prohibition, beginning 
in 1920. Prohibiting alcohol also fostered the professionalization of organized crime, 
especially of Jewish and Italian Gangs. Names such as Meyer Lansky and Bugsy 
Siegel, but also Murder Inc. recall memories of the lost word of the kosher nostra. 
Following an introduction to early organized crime in the Lower East Side, New 
York’s Jewish immigrant quarter, we will discuss the developments toward the 
syndicate of the combined Italian and Jewish gangs. How did Jewish mobsters react 
to the American Nazis during the period? Why did those gangs disappear later, and 
how is Las Vegas connected to them/you? Find answers in this lecture.

Where: City Public Library, Central Library, Salzgrafenplatz 2, 06108 Halle (Saale)

No admission fees. We welcome your donations.

Wed 11/20 | 7:30 p.m.

Klezmer Dance Night
Tantshoyz

Beginning with the first Jewish Culture Days in Halle, it is obvious: people in Halle 
love to dance! We love to continue the tradition; this year in the assembly hall of the 
university at the Lions’ Building again. Join us in one of the most beautiful and most 
fitting location for a Yiddish Tantshoyz! This year, the Hamburg Klezmer Band 
provides the music and is accompanied by Pavel Ehrlich, who will draw the night. 
You may look forward to a moving night with groovy (1) Yiddish and East European 
dance music.

We are honored of having you: whether alone, as a couple or a group! There are no 
prior knowledge or your own dancing partner necessary. You will find the latter on 
location. Please wear shoes with soft rubber soles and avoid the pointy heels. The 
wooden assembly hall’s floor would definitely mind.

The night is kindly supported by the Central Council of Jews in Germany.

Mark Kovnatskiy - violine
Stanislaw Dinermann - akkordion
Mikhail Manevitch - tuba

Pavel Ehrlich – drawings

Andreas Schmitges - tantsmayster 
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Where: Assembly Hall of Martin Luther University at the Lions’ Building, 
Universitätsplatz 1, 06108 Halle (Saale)

Admissions: EUR 10/EUR 8 (reduced)

Book early: karten@juedischekulturhalle.de, tickets need to be picked up at least 15 minutes 
before beginning. Buy early (additional fees may apply): Tourist Information, 

Marktschlösschen, Marktplatz 13, 06108 Halle (Saale)

Sun 11/24 | 11 a.m.

Guided Tour (in German)
Stumbling Stones in Halle: A Guided Tour with Zeit-Geschichte(n) 

The stubling stones of the Cologne artist Gunter Demnig remember people who had 
been persecuted and murdered during the Nazi period for political or racist reasons. 
The are situated in front of buildings which were the last voluntary home of these 
women, men, and children. The City Council of Halle has taken part in the project 
since 2003. It entrusted Zeit-Geschichte(n) with implementation. Private donors have 
also made it possible to set 242 stumbling stones in Halle to date. For 16 years now, 
the association has organized setting the stones, extensive research in connection to 
it, and has provided short biographies to those affected (see http://www.zeit-
geschichten.de).

This guided tour through downtown Halle offers insights into the Jewish history of 
Halle but also into the work of Zeit-Geschichte(n).

Meeting point: Leipziger Straße/in front of Ulrich’s Church.

No admission fees. We welcome your donations.

Sun 11/24 | 11 p.m.

-Partner Event-
Concert of the Halle State Orchestra

OSTRACIZED MUSIC, Accompanying the Special Exhipbition “Bauhaus Masters 
Modernity. The Comeback”

Art Museum Moritzburg Halle (Saale)

Halle State Orchestra and the Art Museum Moritzburg proudly present a special 
range of chamber music: art and music come together in the concerts. They are held 
together by presentation, current special exhibitions, and accompany or correspond 
to seeing the individual piece of art.

Musical Works:

VIKTOR ULLMANN Streichquartett Nr. 3 op. 46
GIDEON KLEIN Streichtrio
MARC LAVRY Suite Concertante für Flöte, Harfe und Viola op. 348
HANS KRÁSA Passacaglia und Fuge für Streichtrio
SZYMON LAKS Streichquartett Nr. 4

Performed by:

Franziska Föllmer, flute | Andreas Wehrenfennig, harp | Arkadi Marasch und Rika 
Ikemura, violins | Constanze Wehrenfennig, viola | Markus Händel, violoncello

Where: Art Museum Moritzburg, Friedemann-Bach-Platz 5, 06108 Halle (Saale)
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Admission: EUR 18/EUR 9 (reduced)/entrance to the exhibition is included.

Buy early (additional fees may apply): Theater- und Konzertkasse Bühnen Halle, 

Große Ulrichstraße 51, 06108 Halle (Saale); Mo–Sa 10–18.30 Uhr; 

theaterkasse@buehnen-halle.de

Mon 11/25 | 6 p.m.
Monday Movie at the Luchskino (in German)

BACK TO MARACANÃ

(Germany/Israel/Brazil, 2018), director: Jorge Gurvich

Where: Luchs.Kino am Zoo, Seebener Straße 172, 06114 Halle (Saale)

Admissions: 6 €

Buy early: book your tickets through the movie theater: 0345/5238631

Tue 11/26 | 7:30 p.m.

LITERAtainment with Dr. Hans-Henning Schmidt (in German)
Nothing but Smoke and Mirrors?

Modernity can not exist without cabaret. Thus open your ears and listen! The Small 
Stage takes over. Hans-Henning Schmidt and Christa Wurbs would like to take you 
through the world of cabaret in the 1920s.

Criticizing the times with esprit and a sharp toungue was hard when trying to find a 
place in the world of amusement. The cabaret ensembles “Schall und Rauch [Smoke 
and Mirror],” “Größenwahn [Megalomania],” the Künstler-Café KüKa [Art Café 
KüKa],” or “Die Katakombe [Catacomb]”: they all stood for the best of political satire 
and literary entertainment. Authors, performers and MCs, many of them Jewish, 
were all busy working for the cause. It is them whom we honor tonight by 
remembering them. LITERAteinment commemorates Kurt Tucholsky, Walter 
Mehring and Klabund, as well as Erich Kästner, Joachim Ringelnatz, and Erich 
Weinert. 

Where: City Public Library, Central Library, Salzgrafenplatz 2, 06108 Halle (Saale)

No admission fees. We welcome your donations.

Wed 11/27 | 4 p.m.

Sing-Along Concert (in Russian, German, Hebrew, …)
Magdeburg Jewish Congregation’s Choir Visits Halle

We are very happy to welcome the choir of Magdeburg’s Jewish Congregation in 
Halle this year. They present their repertoire of Jewish songs today. The visitors are 
welcome to sing along or simply listen.

Where: Practice Stage of the Department for Music, Dachritzstraße 6, 06108 Halle 
(Saale)

No admission fees. We welcome your donations.

Thu 11/28 | 11 a.m.
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Guided Tour (in German)
New Stumbling Stones for Halle: Laying and Remembering

Today, Gunter Demning lays new stumbling stones in Halle. They are part of his 
Europe-wide project to remember those who were persecuted and who perished 
through the period of National-Socialism for political or racist reasons. The stones 
become part of the pavement in front of the victims’ last voluntary homes. They 
demonstrate that this history happened near the homes of today. 

Today, stumbling stones will be laid in front of Güterbahnhof 1 and Marienstraße 24. 
Following the installation, we will commemorate those for whom they are, and 
present their biographies.

Given the volatility of Gunter Demnig’s timetable, please get informed about possible 
changes through juedischekulturhalle.de or www.zeit-geschichten.de.

Meeting point: Am Güterbahnhof 1 und Marienstraße 24, Halle (Saale)

Fri 11/29 | Entrance at 3:00 p.m.
Open Shabbat 

Where: Synagogue, Humboldtstraße 52 (near the water tower), 06114 Halle (Saale)

No admission fees, of course. Seating in the synagogue is limited, thus please register and 
reservations are limited to five seats per registration. For registration we require your name, 
date of birth, address, e-mail or phone number. Please do not forget your valid ID on the open 
Shabbat.

10/27 – 11/08 | Aschersleben

Jewish Culture Days in Aschersleben (some 60km/35miles from Halle) 
(in German)

The city of Aschersleben proudly presents the 3rd Jewish Culture Days in 
Aschersleben from October 27 to November 8, as partner of Halle. Enjoy concerts, 
lectures, exhibitions, workshops, and guided city tours. Please download the full 
program through the website of the Jewish Culture Days in Aschersleben.

Website: www.aschersleben-tourismus.de

Mon 11/11 | 7:30 p.m.
Jewish Culture Day in Wittenberg (some 60km/35miles from Halle) (in 
German)

Lecture by Dr. Kabus

Jews of Wittenberg – Fates of an Urban Minority

Archival sources, the “Jüdenstraße” as well as the denigrating Jews’ Sow on the 
front of St. Mary’s Church: they all prove the existence of a Jewish community in 
Wittenberg during the Middle Ages. The Martin Luther himself intensified the 
ambivalence toward them as calling them into the city and expelling them took turns. 
The Prussian emancipation of Jews in 1812 and total equality coming with a unified 
Germany in 1871 made those some 70 Jewish residents citizens among 20.000 
Gentiles. They were members of the congregation in Halle. Beginning with the Nazi 
period, they were persecuted against. At the end, only four Jewish Wittenberger 
survivied, those living in “privileged mixed marriages.” This lecture presents their 
stories.
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The lecture is presented in cooperation with Institut für Deutsche Sprache und Kultur 
and the Campus Verein.

Where: Assembly Hall of the Leucorea Collegienstraße 62b, 06886 Lutherstadt 
Wittenberg 

No admission fees. We welcome your donations.

Sun 11/10 | 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Jewish Culture Day in Eisleben (some 35km/20miles from Halle) (in 
German)

Guided Tour

On the Jewish Traces of Eisleben

The Jewish history of the city dates back some 500 years. It ended, as in most parts 
of Germany, with the Nazis seizing power and implementing their policies. Rüdiger 
Seidel, president of Eisleber Synagoge e.V., takes you on a tour of important 
locations that are relevant for this Jewish past. You also have the chance to visit the 
synagogue building which is being restored.

The tour is presented by Eisleber Synagoge e.V.

Meeting Point: Luther Memorial on Market Square 

No admission fees. We welcome your donations.

Sun 11/10 | 4 p.m.
Jewish Culture Day in Sangerhausen (some 60km/35miles from Halle) 
(in German)

Talk

30 Years after the Wall Came Down: The Jewish Congregations Today

Following the collapse of the Berlin Wall, Saxony-Anhalt once again became home 
of viable Jewish congregations in Dessau, Halle, and Magdeburg. Max Privorozki, 
president of the State Association o Jewish Congregations, presents the 
development, structures, activities and everyday life of our Jewish congregations in 
Saxony-Anhalt today.

Where: Spengler-Museum, Bahnhofstraße 33, 06526 Sangerhausen

No admission fees. We welcome your donations.

Sun 11/10 | 4 p.m.
Jewish Culture Day in Sangerhausen (some 60km/35miles from Halle) 
(in German)

Talk

30 Years after the Wall Came Down: The Jewish Congregations Today

Following the collapse of the Berlin Wall, Saxony-Anhalt once again became home 
of viable Jewish congregations in Dessau, Halle, and Magdeburg. Max Privorozki, 
president of the State Association o Jewish Congregations, presents the 
development, structures, activities and everyday life of our Jewish congregations in 
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Saxony-Anhalt today.

Where: Spengler-Museum, Bahnhofstraße 33, 06526 Sangerhausen

No admission fees. We welcome your donations.

10/11 – March 2020 | Halberstadt

- Partner Event at the Klaus Synagogue in Halberstadt (some 
100km/60miles from Halle) (in German) -

Exhibit by Alexander Kluge

The Power of Music

Alexander Kluge is author and filmmaker. The exhibit in Halberstadt is among three: 
in Ulm, Stuttgart and Halberstadt. With these, Kluge presents the opera and the 
“power of music” which he seeks to make visible and newly accessible. Mash-up 
clips connect the opera with science, literature and especially the fine arts. Artists 
such as Katharina Grosse, Leslie Adelson or Jonathan Meese have developed new 
material for this exhibit such as minute-operas. A native of the city, Kluge sees the 
spiritual and historical significance of the Klaus Synagogue in Halberstadt at the 
center of the exhibits. 

The exhibit is organized by Moses Mendelssohn Akademie in Halberstadt.

Where: Klaus Synagogue, Rosenwinkel 18, 38820 Halberstadt

Website: www.moses-mendelssohn-akademie.de

Tickets

Tickets may be purchased at the box office, of course. Some may be purchased in 
advance. Book early: karten@juedischekulturhalle.de, tickets need to be picked up at least 
15 minutes before beginning. Buy early (additional fees may apply): Tourist Information, 

Marktschlösschen, Marktplatz 13, 06108 Halle (Saale)

Site Notice

The Jewish Culture Days in Halle are organized by Juliane Bischoff, Dr. Anton Hieke, 
Karsten Mettendorf and Cornelia Zimmermann for:

Freundeskreis Leopold Zunz Zentrum e.V.
c/o Seminar für Judaistik/Jüdische Studien
Großer Berlin 14, 06108 Halle (Saale)
zunz@juedischekulturhalle.de

Max Privorozki and other members of 

Jüdische Gemeinde zu Halle
Große Märkerstraße 13, 06108 Halle (Saale)
and Andreas Schmitges (Art Director)
Website: Juliane Bischoff

Sponsors and Partners 
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Become a partner, too, and support us by your donation (European 
account):

Freundeskreis Leopold Zunz Zentrum e.V.
IBAN: DE17 8005 3762 1894 0064 09
BIC: NOLADE21HAL

Contact us for a receipt through zunz@juedischekulturhalle.de

The program is subject to changes. Please check and access the digital 
program in German through:

www.juedischekulturhalle.de
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